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	Method Statement

	Risk Assessment/COSHH
	Title

	RA – 065

RA- 033
	Hedgecutter

Re-Fuelling Of Plant In Depot

	Resources For Activity
	Hedgecutter, 2 Stroke Oil Mixture, Petrol, Combi Can, Operative


	Work Sequence

	1.

2.

3.


	Hedge-cutter

1.1
Read all of the instructions before you use the Hedge-cutter.

1.2
Petrol is highly flammable.  Take care not to cause a fire or explosion

1.3
The Hedge-cutter is designed to cut wood based shrubbery and small branches only. DO NOT USE IT FOR ANYTHING ELSE.  Carelessness or misuse could cause a serious or fatal accident.

1.4
This machine will damage property if it is not used carefully. 

1.5
Dust or sparks from your work can damage things nearby. Ensure appropriate safeguards

         are in place to prevent this. 

1.6
Plan your work and think ahead to make sure you will always be working safely.

1.7
You must have:

a. Full Face Visor

b. Safety Helmet

c. Safety Boots

d. Hearing Protection

e. Gloves

1.8 Do  not exceed 1hour and 40 minutes of trigger time in any one day and ensure you take regular breaks form using the hedge trimmer after every 10 minutes of use. This is to help reduce your hand arm vibration exposure. 

Before Starting Work

2.1
Check your machine, engine and all equipment.  Do not use anything found damaged - contact the maintenance fitter.

2.2
Use only in open outside areas to ensure good ventilation.
2.3
You must wear full-face visor attached to safety helmet.
2.4
This equipment is likely to cause noise levels up to 110 -dB (A) - wear appropriate ear defenders (Noise at Work Regulations 2005)

2.5
Wear safety boots when working with this machine

2.7
Anybody who is working near to you will need to wear ear protection and face protection.

2.8
Protect other people from the noise and dust. Warn others to keep away while the Hedge-cutter is in use. Additional safeguards such as barriers may be required when working in the vicinity of members of the public. 

2.9 
Make sure the area is clear and safe and that no-one is near to you or could distract you. 

2.10
Carrying out any maintenance to the Hedge-cutter with the engine switched off

2.11
Make sure you carry out a regular visual inspection of the cutting blades for any imperfections, if there are any  report the damage, DO NOT CONTINUE TO USE

2.12  Replace blades when they have  reached their sharpening mark on the blade

2.13
Always grip the Hedge-cutter correctly with two hands while using.
2.14 Make sure that you understand all of the controls. Before you start the machine, you must know how to stop it.

2.15 Ensure good footing when operating Hedge-cutter and do not overstretch. 

2.16 If operating Hedge-cutter from MEWP ensue only one person is in the bucket and set up safety zone below bucket to protect other workers or members of public. Ensure Banks-man is in attendance to assist with the safe passage of the public and to prohibit works should pedestrian traffic increase around the working area. 

Refuelling

3.1
NO smoking.

3.2
Use I x measure of two-stroke engine oil freshly mixed with 25 measures of petrol.

3.3
Stop the engine and let it cool down.

3.4
If possible move the machine away from your work area.

3.5
Shake the fuel can to mix the petrol and oil.

3.6
 Use a funnel.  Do not spill any fuel on yourself or the machine.

3.7
Wipe any fuel off the machine.  Dispose of fuel soaked cloth carefully and place in rags, wipes and absorbents receptacle back at the depot on your return.

3.8
If you spill any fuel on the ground, use the Zorbit spill kit or other spill granules.

3.9
If you spill any fuel on your clothes, change them straight away.

3.10
Put all fuel caps back on properly, and move your fuel can to a safe, cool


place.
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