




































Commitment – not worth doing if you 

don’t get involved;

Analytical thinking – need to think 

things through before making 

decisions;

Thick skinned – Don’t take things 

personally, be patient and exercise self-

restraint in conversation.

What has been your 

proudest moment 

representing your local 

community?

Chairing the Courthouse Working 

Party from the initial approach from the 

County Council to the transfer of the 

asset (for £1), through feasibility study, 

public consultation, lottery bids and 

the £500,000 renovation to the Royal 

Opening. Then seeing my younger son 

married in the building.

What mechanisms does 

your local council have in 

place to keep you aware 

of the wishes of local 

people?

Public participation at all meetings, 

Council office open five days a

week, councillor details publicised 

widely and feedback sought in

newsletters and vibrant town meeting.  

However, only a small amount of

feedback comes to me this way. Most 

of my awareness comes from living in

the community. I am ‘lobbied’ 

everywhere I go from the queue in the

butchers to when I am having my hair 

done. This is both the joy and the

burden of the first tier.












